Harmony United Methodist Church
April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:30 AM Online Worship
11:00 AM Outdoor In-Person Worship
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Penelope Adkins
The Suffering Servant becomes the healing source. The stone rejected becomes hope’s cornerstone. The
Crucified One is raised to new life. The God of healing, hope and life is in our midst: Let us celebrate and
worship our good God!
PRAYER
Penelope Adkins
Thank you, loving God, for bringing us to this time of worship. Refresh us and heal us again. Remind us of
the many ways in which you have blessed our lives with your abundant love and your presence. Guide our
hearts and our spirits that we may hear your words and our souls may be stirred into active service to your
people. In the name of the Good Shepherd, who leads us to life, we pray. AMEN.
HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MORNING PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

UMH 64

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name,
in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

Jessica Randall
Pastor Debra

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Springtime

Penelope Adkins

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Penelope Adkins
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the light of eternity. Enlighten
our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your Spirit, that we may hear your words of comfort
and challenge in the reading of the scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
Penelope Adkins
Acts 4:5-12
Jesus the Cornerstone
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest
was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter
and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8 Then

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being
called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he
was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you
healed. 11 Jesus is
“‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
12 Salvation

is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which
we must be saved.”
GOSPEL READING
Penelope Adkins
John 10:11-18
Jesus the Good Shepherd
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep.
14 “I

am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep
pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one
shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take
it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
SERMON

Penelope Adkins

Jesus - Our Cornerstone

Pastor Debra

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

Penelope Adkins

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor Debra
God of love, you abide with us; you provide for all our needs and guide us in your ways. Out of gratitude
for your care, we bring our gifts before you. Use them for your work of caring, that all may feast at the table
of abundance, walk without fear, and drink deeply from the cup of compassion. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
much we need thy tender care;
in thy pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

We are thine, thou dost befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep thy flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!
Hear, O hear us when we pray

CLOSING COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION
Go now with your trust in the good shepherd,
and let us love, not just in words,
but in truth and action.
Believe in the name of Jesus Christ,
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
And may God be at your side, even in valleys of death.
May Christ Jesus be the cornerstone of your life.
And may the Holy Spirit abide in you
....and tend you with love and mercy all the days of your life.
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, …In the name of Christ. Amen.
POSTLUDE

UMH 381

Pastor Debra

