Order of Worship
May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Easter
8:30 and 11:00 Indoor In-Person Worship
8:30 Online Worship YouTube Channel “Harmony UMCVA”
GATHERING AND PRAISE
Welcome
Prelude
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together. During the prelude, you are invited
to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 122)
Damon Moore
Let us give thanks and praise our God!
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls, and security within your
towers.”
For the sake of my relatives and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.
*Opening Prayer
Damon Moore
O Awesome God, with gladness and thanksgiving, we gather for worship today. For the first time
in an exceptionally long time, we are here within the walls of your sanctuary to offer you our thanks
and praise. We praise you for your abiding presence with us this past year. We thank you for
casting out our fears and replacing them with peace.
O God, you answer even before we call. You hear us while we are yet speaking. May all that we
say, hear, and do as we worship give honor to your name for the marvelous things you have done
in Jesus Christ and in us. We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

UMH 89

Because of Covid restrictions, we are unable to sing together.
As the hymns are played, please use this time to reflect upon God’s presence and power.
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day!

Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.

Children’s Message

Jessica Randall

Morning Prayer
Special Music

Mortals, join the mighty chorus
which the morning stars began;
love divine is reigning o'er us,
binding all within its span.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife;
joyful music leads us sunward,
in the triumph song of life.

Damon Moore
Because of Who You Are

Damon Moore

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Prayer for Illumination
Pastor Debra
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the light of
eternity. Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your Spirit, that
we may hear your words of comfort and challenge in the reading of the scriptures, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Pastor Debra
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay
near it.”
30 Then

Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31 “How

can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him.
32 This

is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.
his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”

33 In

34 The

eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus.
36 As

they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] 38 And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
Response to the Word:
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

Response to the Word
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;*
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor Debra
Damon Moore

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to
live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be
an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward
us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God! Amen!
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and set before us the way of life.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

By your great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead
and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.
Once we were no people, but now we are your people,
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
On the day you raised him from the dead
he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread,
and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued
in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Damon Moore
Thank you, God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus, for gladness in this bread and cup, for love
that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of friends, for the
splendors of creation, and for the mission of justice you have made our own.
Give us the gifts of this holy communion –oneness of heart, love for neighbors,
forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve you every day, and risen life that never ends. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

GOING FORTH TO SERVE
CLOSING HYMN

Go Make of All Disciples

UMH 571

Because of Covid restrictions, we are unable to sing together.
As the hymns are played, please use this time to reflect upon God’s presence and power.
“Go, make of all disciples.” We hear the call, O Lord,
that comes from thee, our Father, in thy eternal Word.
Inspire our ways of learning through earnest, fervent prayer,
and let our daily living reveal thee everywhere.
“Go, make of all disciples.” Baptizing in the name of Father, Son, and Spirit,
from age to age the same.
We call each new disciple to follow thee, O Lord,
redeeming soul and body by water and the Word.
“Go, make of all disciples.” We welcome thy command.
“Lo, I am with you always.” We take thy guiding hand.
The task looms large before us; we follow without fear;
In heaven and earth thy power shall bring God’s kingdom here.

CLOSING COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION
Go from here as witnesses of what you have seen and heard.
Share God’s love with those you meet.
Bring hope to those who are in despair.
Live lives of gratitude and praise.
And may the love of God,
the peace of Jesus Christ,
and the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit
be within you and among you until we meet again.
Amen.

Pastor Debra

POSTLUDE
We are so grateful to each of you and thank you for your understanding and adherence to our COVID
guidelines. We pray for the health, safety, and well-being of our faith community and communities
beyond. God bless you and keep you in his peace.

