
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Worship 
July 25, 2021 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

8:30 Online Worship YouTube Channel “Harmony UMCVA” 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Welcome            
Prelude      Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide                      Hughes              
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                                                         Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens 
For the beauty of the summer day, 
and the comfort of friends nearby; 
for the invitation to love and be loved, 
for our God who extends that call; 
for time set apart to nourish the soul, 
for time to go out into the world armed with love: 
For all these things we give thanks. Let us worship God. 
 
*Opening Prayer                 Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens 
Along life’s pathways, we search continually for signs to point us in positive 
directions. Christ has given us a sign which points us to healing and hope: that is the 
sign of the Bread of Life. No more shall we hunger and thirst after the things which 
cannot sustain us. Now we have been fed and nourished by Christ! Open our hearts in 
gratitude, Lord, for all the wondrous things you have done for us. Open our Spirits to 
hear your words of hope for us today. AMEN 
 
Hymn (See page 5)            O Worship the King                      UMH 73 



Children’s Message                                Pastor Debra 
 
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior” (1 Timothy 2:1-3, NIV) 
 
Morning Prayer                   Pastor Debra 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (All Praying) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music  Precious Lord, Take My Hand   Barbara Jennings  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
Prayer for Illumination (All Praying)             Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens 
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help 
us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. 
Amen. 
 
Epistle Reading           Ephesians 3:14-21           Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens 
A Prayer for the Ephesians 
14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading                   John 6:1-21                     Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens                                          
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 



performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with 
his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 
 
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already 
had in mind what he was going to do. 
 
7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough bread 
for each one to have a bite!” 
 
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they 
sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave 
thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same 
with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are 
left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with 
the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
 
14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the 
Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and 
make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 
 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and 
set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined 
them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and 
they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were 
willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they 
were heading. 
 
Response to the Word:  
The Word of God for the people of  God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon                                  Seeing Is Believing                                       Pastor Debra 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               Pastor Debra 
Offertory Music             He Leadeth Me         Bradbury 
*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication                                        Pastor Debra  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26265a


Response to the Word                              Meghan Walker/Brenda Krens 
The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional Version)                     
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
Closing Hymn (See last page)         Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah        UMH 127 
 
Prayer for Christian Service                                All Praying 
God of grace and powerful weakness, at times your projects were ignored, rejected, 
belittled, and unwelcome.  Trusting that we, too, are called to be prophets, fill us with 
your Spirit, and support us by your gentle hands, that we may persevere in speaking 
your word and living our faith. Amen. 
 
Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Debra 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever He may send you. May He guide you 
through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May He bring you home rejoicing at 
the wonders He has shown you. May He bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. 
 
Postlude     Chorale Postlude                Bach 

 
 
 
 
 
 



O WORSHIP THE KING 
 

O worship the King, all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God's path on the wings of the storm. 

 The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

  



GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 


