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Order of Worship 

September 4, 2022 
10:00 AM 

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Labor Day Weekend 
 

Online Worship  
YouTube Channel “Harmony UMCVA” 

 
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      Morning Star         
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Opening Prayer                                                                       Patti Barnes            
Our God, in the glory of late summer we come to worship reveling in the beauty of your 
handiwork. Give us insight this morning into how the work of our hands is part of the work 
of your hands. We join with you in lifting the heavyhearted, comforting the sorrowful, and 
calming the anxious. Fill us with the joy of service this morning. We pray all these things in 
the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Hymn                                Open My Eyes, That I May See         UMH 454 
Words on last page 
 
Children’s Time       Open Our Eyes, Lord                     Quinn Hetherington 
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Ministry of Music  How Can I Keep from Singing?                      Choir                                                                
 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                          Patti Barnes 
God, source of all light, by your Word, you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, that our hearts and minds may be opened to 
know your truth and your way. Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading          Deuteronomy 24:14-15 (NIV)                            Patti Barnes 
14 Do not take advantage of a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is 
a fellow Israelite or a foreigner residing in one of your towns. 15 Pay them their wages each 
day before sunset, because they are poor and are counting on it. Otherwise they may cry to 
the Lord against you, and you will be guilty of sin. 
 
New Testament Reading:  Matthew 11:28-30 (CEB)              Patti Barnes 
28 “Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy loads, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Put on my yoke, and learn from me. I’m gentle and humble. And you will find 
rest for yourselves. 30 My yoke is easy to bear, and my burden is light.” 
 
Sermon                    Celebrate the American Worker and the UMC                      Pastor Debra 
 
Preparation for Prayer             Come and Fill Our Hearts                FWS 2157 
Words on last page          Sung Once 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                  Pastor Maggie 
 
Offertory Invitation   His Holy Presence                          Patti Barnes 
                                      
Prayer of Dedication for the Offering                                  Pastor Maggie 
We acknowledge that our very lives belong to you. We now offer back to you a portion 
of what you have given us. Father, prepare us to open our eyes for ways we can serve 
you. Jesus, open our hands for service.  Holy Spirit, open our hearts and pour into 
them your great love that we, in turn, may share it with others.  Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
Invitation to Holy Communion                Pastor Debra 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and 
seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one 
another. 
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Prayer of Confession                                        Pastor Debra 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  We have failed 
to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry 
of the needy.  Forgive us, we pray.  Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance                          Pastor Debra 
Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love 
toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   
Glory to God!  Amen! 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion                        Pastor Debra  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and set before us the way of life. 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
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By your great mercy we have been born anew 
to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead 
and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 
Once we were no people, but now we are your people, 
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ, 
who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
On the day you raised him from the dead 
he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 
in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup. 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
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Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                     Pastor Maggie 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer of Dedication                                Pastor Maggie 
Day after day after day you give yourself to us: in two or more gathered in your name, in 
connection across the miles, and in bread and cup. As we go from this worship, may we feel 
restored to your body, companioned by your people, and sustained by the power of your 
Spirit as we witness to your healing and reconciling work. Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                                          Bring Forth the Kingdom                            FWS 2190 
Words on last page 
 
Benediction   
 
Choral Benediction  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
Then let us go to serve in peace, 
The gospel to proclaim. 
God’s Spirit has empowered us; 
We go in Jesus’ name. 
  
Postlude          Immortal, Invisible 
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OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE 

Open my eyes, that I may see 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key 
that shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear 
voices of truth thou sendest clear; 

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear 
gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
open my heart and let me prepare 

love with thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for thee, 

ready, my God, thy will to see. 
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

COME AND FILL OUR HEARTS 
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 
Alleluia! 

 
 

  



 

7 
 

BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM 
 

Refrain: 
Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; 
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the City of God! 
 

You are salt for the earth, O people: 
Salt for the Kingdom of God! 

Share the flavor of life, O people: 
Life in the Kingdom of God! Refrain 

 
You are a light on the hill, O people: 

Light for the City of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: 

Shine for the Kingdom of God! Refrain 
 

You are a seed of the Word, O people: 
Bring forth the Kingdom of God! 

Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 
Grow in the Kingdom of God! Refrain 

 
We are a blest and a pilgrim people: 

Bound for the Kingdom of God! 
Love our journey and love our homeland: 

Love is the Kingdom of God! Refrain 
 


