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May 14, 2023 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      Jesus is All the World to Me     Thompson              
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
*Call to Worship  
How shall we love the Lord our God who has poured out such love upon us? 
We shall love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and spirit. 
How shall we demonstrate that love. 
We shall live that love in all that we do, think, and say. 
Let our love be genuine and holy. 
Praise be to God who has loved us totally. Amen. 
 
*Opening Prayer                            All Praying              Brenda Krens 
Lord of wondrous light and power, we come to you this day to learn of your will for 
our lives. Heal our wounds; lift our spirits; give us courage and confidence to boldly 
serve you in all that we do. AMEN. 
 
*Hymn                                                    God Is Here                                          UMH 660 
View last page for words 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                      Brenda Krens 
Because Jesus Christ is in us, and we in him, his peace is a powerful gift that we may share 
with others. Pass the blessing of this peace to your brothers and sisters in Christ and to all 
the children of God.   

Peace be with you. 
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And also with you. 
Children’s Time                     Peace of Mind and Heart            Pastor Debra 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
Baptizing Maxwell Keith Walker 
Remembering the Baptism of Ryan Katherine Walker 
 
Ministry of Music       Child of Mine            Meghan Walker                                                                         

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Hymn              Breathe on Me, Breath of God                   UMH 420 
View words on last page  Verses 1 and 2 
 
First Lesson                  John 14:15-21            Brenda Krens 
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 
lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also 
will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am 
in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them. 
 
Second Lesson                  Acts 17:22-31                       Brenda Krens 
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that 
in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you 
are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and 
does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as 
if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything 
else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and 
he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did 
this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is 
not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of 
your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
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29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For 
he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He 
has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
 
The People Respond                 Brenda Krens 
O God, in you we live and move and have our being! May we live out this profound 
truth, mindful of the beauty, the hope, and the calling of living in you. Amen. 
 
Sermon                                                                                                              Pastor Debra 
 
Preparation for Prayer         Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying     FWS 2193 
View last page for words                Sung two times 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                    Pastor Debra 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             Pastor Debra 
 
Offertory Invitation                 Brenda Krens 
We are invited to give an accounting of the hope that sustains us, the love and presence of 
God that upholds all. Out of this sustaining hope, let us give our gifts today for those who 
also need this hope. 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory     Meditation                   Cohn 
*Doxology    Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
*Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                        Pastor Debra    
Giver of all gifts, we are grateful for your every blessing and for your presence through all 
of life— in our joys and fears, and in our hopes and dreads. We pray for those who do not 
know the consolation of your presence in their lives, asking that you reveal yourself to them 
through the gifts we have given and through the lives we live. Reveal yourself, O God, that 
all your children may find their true home in you. Amen. 
 
Harmony Preschool Ministry Report               Pastor Debra 
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GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn                                 Loves Divine, All Loves Excelling                              UMH 384 
View words on last page 
 
Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Debra 
Wherever we are, we are in God. 
Wherever we are, we are in Christ, and Christ is in us. 
Wherever we are, the Spirit abides with us and in us. 
We go forth in peace and hope, upheld by God in every way. 
Let us go forth in faithfulness and trust. 
May all see the Divine in and through us. 
Go in peace.  Amen.  
 
Choral Benediction   He Lives 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me 
Along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? 
He lives within my heart. 
  
Postlude     The Church Is One Foundation   Wesley 
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GOD IS HERE 

God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 

here are table, font, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us, as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living 
to believe and to adore. 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt 
keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
all we have to give, receive; 

we, who cannot live without you, 
we adore you! We believe! 
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Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

 
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 
Loves Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 

fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find that second rest. 
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Take away our bent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
  


