
 
 

July 2, 2023 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion Sunday 
 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements            
 
Prelude       American Hymn                Keller 
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                            Tina Wilmoth 
People of God, tell it! 
We are not alone! We are children of God! 
People of Christ, tell it! 
The Light has come in love and truth, teaching us to live in the Light. 
People of the Spirit, tell it! 
The Spirit of truth reveals hidden things, offering healing through honest 
confession. 
People of God, tell it! 
We are not alone! We are children of God! Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
*Passing The Peace of Christ              Tina Wilmoth 
Jesus is the Messiah, the hope of the world, the one who brings us the gift of peace. Look 
into the face of your neighbor and see the light of Christ reflected there. Recognize each 
other as the body of Christ. Share Christ’s peace with one another with the words:  

Peace be with you.  And also with you. 
 
*Hymn                              Great is Thy Faithfulness                      UMH 140              
View last page for words 



An Order for the Celebration of an Appointment for Pastor Larry Craddock 
 
Children’s Message                                                              Pastor Larry 
 
Pastoral Prayer                                                   Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music      He My Shepherd Is                                              Choir  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
Prayer for Illumination          All Praying                       Tina Wilmoth 
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the light 
of eternity. Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your 
Spirit, that we may hear your words of comfort and challenge in the reading of the 
scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading   Acts 1:1-14        Tina Wilmoth 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b


12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 
Sabbath day’s walk[c] from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon                                 Time of Transition                                                Pastor Larry           
 
The Apostles’ Creed           UMH 881                                                    Tina Wilmoth 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Offertory Invitation                 Tina Wilmoth 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory     Devotion                Martin   
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26936c


 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                       Tina Wilmoth    
Generous God, you have given us many gifts and drawn us together into Christ’s body, 
the church. You have blessed us with generous and cheerful spirits. May the gifts of 
our money, time, and talents support the ministry of your church. Amen. 
 
*Hymn               How Great Thou Art                                              UMH 77 
View last page for words. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
Here at the table, we see most clearly that we are part of the body of Christ. We are no longer 
divided into people of different ages, different ideas, different backgrounds, different gifts. 
Here unique individuals become a single body, made richer for the multitude of gifts shared. 
Here, we feast on one bread and one cup, and become one body in service to the world. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day 
when justice shall roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
At his ascension you exalted him 
to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 



Giving of the Bread and Cup 
 
Communion Hymn   This Is My Song                        UMH 437 
View last page for words. 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
*Closing Hymn                   God be with You till We Meet Again                         UMH 673                                                          
View last page for words. 
 
*Benediction                               
Ephesians 3 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
*Choral Benediction   Go, Ye, Go Ye Into the World 
Go ye, go ye into the world,  
and make disciples of all the nations. 
Go ye, go ye into the world,  
and I will be with you there. 
 
*Postlude      God Bless Our Land   Scriveyner 
 
 

 
  



GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 

HOW GREAT THOU ART 

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the *worlds thy hand have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the *rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 

3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 



that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain] 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! [Refrain] 

 
THIS IS MY SONG 

(For Communion) 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

But other hearts in other lands are beating 
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 
My country’s skids are bluer than the ocean, 
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 

O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 
This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms, 

Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 
Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 

And hearts united learn to live as one. 
O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 

Myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN 

God be with you till we meet again; 
by his counsels guide, uphold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 



2. God be with you till we meet again; 
neath his wings securely hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

3. God be with you till we meet again; 
when life's perils thick confound you, 

put his arms unfailing round you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

4. God be with you till we meet again; 
keep love's banner floating o'er you, 

smite death's threatening wave before you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 


