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July 21, 2024 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude         We, Your People, Praise You                        Haydn   
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 100                                            Brenda Krens            
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
Serve the LORD with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the LORD, he is God! 
It is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
For the LORD is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.  
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Opening Prayer                                                                 Brenda Krens 
In our meeting together let us remember that we worship the God who created this world, 
the God who spoke through his prophets from generation to generation, led his people 
from captivity to liberty, healed the sick, fed the hungry and was faithful even when faced 
with rejection. The same God who wants all people to be drawn to his love and grace, to 
know his forgiveness and the joy of his Salvation. Let us put aside all that hinders and join 
together in worship and praise. Amen. 
 
Hymn                      Morning Has Broken                           UMH 145 
View last page for words 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                     Brenda Krens 
Christ’s love breaks down the walls that divide us. In joy and celebration of this great gift, 
let us share signs of the peace that makes us one. 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music   Precious Jesus              Amy Tashiro 
                                                                                        
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                       Brenda Krens 
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your 
mouth.  Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the 
ways of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson       Acts 12:1-11 
12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize 
Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, 
he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 
Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an 
angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and 
woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
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prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought 
he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron 
gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they 
had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 
 
Hymn                                        Sweet Hour of Prayer                                          UMH 496 
 
Sermon      “Prayer Turns the Impossible into the Possible”       Pastor Larry 
                                
The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                  UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
                                                                                                
Morning Prayer                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
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temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offertory Invitation                                                                                             Brenda Krens 
Holy God, in this moment of offering, we acknowledge your timeless presence and 
boundless love. As we bring forth our gifts, may we be reminded of your unwavering 
faithfulness and steadfast guidance in our lives. Grant us the wisdom to heed your call to 
worship and live out our faith with humility and grace. Amen.  
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory    O Land of Rest                        Wilson 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                 Brenda Krens                 
Bringer of peace, you shaped your people 
and gave them a home. 
In gratitude for your steadfast love— 
for calling us to feed in your pastures 
and rest safely in your fields— 
we bring our gifts before you this day. 
May they offer the love of our shepherd 
to those in your tender care. Amen. 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
Hymn             “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus                           UMH 462 
View last page for words 
 
Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Larry 
 
Choral Benediction   Spirit of the Living God               UMH 393  
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
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Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me. 
 
Postlude        Triumphal March          Denton  
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MORNING HAS BROKEN 

 
Morning has broken like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 
Praise for the singing 

Praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the word 

 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 

Like the first dewfall on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass 

 
Mine is the sunlight 
Mine is the morning 

Born of the one light Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning 

God's recreation of the new day 
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SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
that calls me from a world of care, 
and bids me at my Father's throne 

make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
my soul has often found relief, 

and oft escaped the tempter's snare 
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

 
2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

the joys I feel, the bliss I share 
of those whose anxious spirits burn 
with strong desires for thy return! 

With such I hasten to the place 
where God my Savior shows his face, 

and gladly take my station there, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 
3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

thy wings shall my petition bear 
to him whose truth and faithfulness 

engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since he bids me seek his face, 

believe his word, and trust his grace, 
I'll cast on him my every care, 

and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
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TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS 

 
Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
and to take him at his word; 
just to rest upon his promise, 

and to know, "Thus saith the Lord." 
 

Refrain: 
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 

How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

O for grace to trust him more! 
 

2 O how sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just to trust his cleansing blood; 
and in simple faith to plunge me 

neath the healing, cleansing flood! [Refrain] 
 

3 Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just from sin and self to cease; 
just from Jesus simply taking 

life and rest, and joy and peace. [Refrain] 
 

I’m so glad I learned to trust thee, 
precious Jesus, Savior, friend; 

and I know that thou art with me, 
wilt be with me to the end. [Refrain] 

 


