5% e

THE POWER &
PROVIDENCE OF GOD

Esther 5:1-14

May 18, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter
GATHERING AND PRAISE
Welcome
Prelude Make Me a Channel of Your Peace Temple

The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together. During the prelude, you are
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.

Call to Worship Carolyn Masters
From the highest heavens to the deepest seas,

let all creation praise the Lord.

From the rising sun to the waning moon,

let all creatures praise the Lord.

From the new heaven and new earth,

let everything that draws breath praise the Lord.

Come! Let us worship.

Opening Prayer Carolyn Masters
Wipe away our tears, O God,

for we are weary of weeping

at the injustices of the world.

You love us like a mother

and protect us like a father.

You restore our lives

and claim us as your beloved children



in a world made new.

Dwell among us, we pray,
that we may love one another,
as you have loved us. Amen

Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee UMH 89
View last page for words

Passing the Peace of Christ Carolyn Masters
Look with the eyes of your heart enlightened, that you may see one another as God sees

you. Share the wonder of the vision before you, as you exchange signs of Christ’s peace.

Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.

Children’s Message Pastor Larry
Ministry of Music God on the Mountain Choir

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Understanding All Praying Carolyn Masters
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, illumine the sacred page, we pray, that our minds
may be open to receive your Word, our hearts taught to love it, our wills
strengthened to obey it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading Esther 5:1-14

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace,
in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the
entrance. 2When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and
held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched
the tip of the scepter.

3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the
kingdom, it will be given you.”

4“If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a
banquet I have prepared for him.”

5“Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.”

So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. ¢ As they were drinking
wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And
what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.”



7Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: 8If the king regards me with

favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and
king’s question.”

9 Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the
king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was
filled with rage against Mordecai. 19 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went
home.

Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 11 Haman boasted to them about his vast
wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had
elevated him above the other nobles and officials. 12 “And that’s not all,” Haman added.
“I'm the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave.
And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow. 13 But all this gives me no
satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.”

14 Hijs wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to a height
of fifty cubits, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go
with the king to the banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he
had the pole set up.

Hymn Freely, Freely UMH 389
Sermon “The Divine Reversal” Pastor Larry
Affirmation of Faith Romans 8 UMH 887

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

*Gloria Patri UMH 70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen.

Morning Prayer Pastor Larry

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into

3



temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Invitation

Carolyn Masters

If we truly believed God dwells among us, would we live differently? Would we love
differently? Would we give differently? Truly I tell you, God dwells among us even now. Let
us share our faith and our love accordingly, as we collect this morning’s offering.

Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Ivory Palaces

*Doxology Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

God of mystery, you promise us a life of blessedness,
if only we would learn to love,

as you have loved us.

May the gifts we bring before you this day

be a sign of our commitment

to love one another well. Amen.

GOING FORTH TO SERVE
Hymn Marching to Zion
View last page for words
Benediction
Choral Benediction Shalom to You

Shalom to you now, shalom my friends.

May God'’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

Postlude Love Lifted Me

Barraclough

Carolyn Masters

UMH 733

Pastor Larry

UMH 666

Smith



JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day!

2. All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,

center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus
which the morning stars began;
love divine is reigning o'er us,
binding all within its span.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife;
joyful music leads us sunward,
in the triumph song of life.



FREELY, FREELY

God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name,
I've been born again in Jesus’ name,
And in Jesus’ name I come to you,
To share his love as he told me to.

Refrain:
He said, “Freely, freely you have received,
Freely, freely give.
Go in my name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live.”

All power is given in Jesus’ name,
In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name,
And in Jesus’ name I come to you,
To share his power as he told me to. Refrain.



MARCHING TO ZION

Come, we that love the Lord,
and let our joys be known;
join in a song with sweet accord,
join in a song with sweet accord
and thus surround the throne,
and thus surround the throne.

Refrain:

We're marching to Zion,
beautiful, beautiful Zion;
we're marching upward to Zion,
the beautiful city of God.

2. Let those refuse to sing
who never knew our God;
but children of the heavenly King,
but children of the heavenly King
may speak their joys abroad,
may speak their joys abroad.
(Refrain)

3. The hill of Zion yields
a thousand sacred sweets
before we reach the heavenly fields,
before we reach the heavenly fields,
or walk the golden streets,
or walk the golden streets.
(Refrain)

4. Then let our songs abound,
and every tear be dry;
we're marching through Emmanuel’s ground,
we're marching through Emmanuel’s ground,
to fairer worlds on high,
to fairer worlds on high.
(Refrain)



