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May 25, 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      The Power of Your Love            Bullock   
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                                                                      Damon Moore            
Let the peoples praise you, O God. 
Let all the peoples praise you. 
Let all nations be glad and sing for joy. 
For you judge the peoples with justice and truth. 
Let the ends of the earth revere you, Holy One. 
For you bless your people with peace and hope. 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                 Damon Moore 
Guiding Spirit, you come to us in visions and dreams, 
showing us possibilities beyond our waking reality. 
Open our hearts this day, 
that we might understand Christ’s teaching 
and share his presence with others. 
Guide our footsteps on our journeys, 
that we might go where you send us 
and share your message of love and peace 
with the world. Amen. 
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Hymn                              All Creatures of Our God and King                            UMH 62 
View last page for words  Verses 1-5 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                     Damon Moore 
When Christ was about to depart this life, he promised to send the Advocate, who would 
bring us peace, take away our fears, and lead us into truth. Let us share signs of this peace 
and this promise, as we pass the peace of Christ. 
 
Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.  
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                  Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music   The Prayer                Choir 
                                                                                    

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                      Damon Moore 
Loving God, as we hear your Word this day, send your Holy Spirit to equip and 
inspire us, that your grace-filled hospitality may be the center of our lives. Amen 
 
Scripture Reading    Esther 9:23-32 
23 So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration they had begun, doing what Mordecai 
had written to them. 24 For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the 
Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and had cast the pur (that is, the lot) for 
their ruin and destruction. 25 But when the plot came to the king’s attention, he issued 
written orders that the evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews should come back 
onto his own head, and that he and his sons should be impaled on poles. 26 (Therefore 
these days were called Purim, from the word pur.) Because of everything written in this 
letter and because of what they had seen and what had happened to them, 27 the Jews took 
it on themselves to establish the custom that they and their descendants and all who join 
them should without fail observe these two days every year, in the way prescribed and at 
the time appointed. 28 These days should be remembered and observed in every 
generation by every family, and in every province and in every city. And these days of 
Purim should never fail to be celebrated by the Jews—nor should the memory of these 
days die out among their descendants. 
29 So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full 
authority to confirm this second letter concerning Purim. 30 And Mordecai sent letters to 
all the Jews in the 127 provinces of Xerxes’ kingdom—words of goodwill and 
assurance— 31 to establish these days of Purim at their designated times, as Mordecai the 
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Jew and Queen Esther had decreed for them, and as they had established for themselves 
and their descendants in regard to their times of fasting and lamentation. 32 Esther’s 
decree confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records. 
 
Hymn                                         We Will Glorify the King of Kings                                     TFWS 2087 
 
Sermon                    “Celebrate and Remember”                                             Pastor Larry 
 
The Apostle’s Creed             UMH 881 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri               UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
      
Morning Prayer                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
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Offertory Invitation                                                                                      Damon Moore 
As we collect today’s offering, may our gifts help wipe away one another’s tears, even as we 
anticipate the time when God will dwell among us, wiping away every tear.  
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory    A Morning Prayer             Gabriel 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                Damon Moore                 
Receive our praise, O God, for the bounty of your love. 
You cause the earth to yield food 
to satisfy the hungry. 
You send rain upon the earth 
to give drink to the thirsty. 
You shine light into our darkness 
to show us the way. 
Bless the gifts we bring before you this day, 
that they may touch the world 
with your love. Amen. 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
Hymn                            The Trees of the Field                   TFWS 2279 
View last page for words 
 
Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Larry 
 
Choral Benediction       Shalom to You          UMH 666 
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 
 
Postlude      When the Whole World Lives For Him           Acrley 
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ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 

O praise ye! Alleluia! 
O brother sun with golden beam, 
O sister moon with silver gleam! 

 
Refrain: 

O praise ye! O praise ye! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, 

By which all creatures ye sustain, 
O praise ye! Alleluia! 

Thou rising morn in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! Refrain 

 
O sister water, flowing clear, 

Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O brother fire who lights the night, 
Providing warmth, enhancing sight, Refrain 

 
Dear mother earth, who day by day 

Unfoldest blessings on our way, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
Let them God’s glory also show! Refrain 

 
All ye who are of tender heart, 

Forgiving others, take your part, 
O praise ye! Alleluia! 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on him cast your care! Refrain 
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WE WILL GLORIFY THE KING OF KINGS 
 

We will glorify the King of kings, 
We will glorify the Lamb; 

We will glorify the Lord of lords, 
Who is the great I AM. 

 
Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty, 
We will bow before his throne; 

We will worship him in righteousness, 
We will worship him alone. 

 
He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth, 

He is Lord of all who live; 
He is Lord above the universe, 

All praise to him we give. 
 

Hallelujah to the King of kings, 
Hallelujah to the Lamb; 

Hallelujah to the Lord of lords, 
who is the great I AM. 
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THE TREES OF THE FIELD 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
The mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

There’ll be shouts of joy, 
And all the trees of the field will clap, 

Will clap their hands. 
 

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands 

While you go out with joy. 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
The mountains and the hills will break forth before you; 

There’ll be shouts of joy, 
And all the trees of the field will clap, 

Will clap their hands. 
 

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands 

While you go out with joy. 
 


