
 
June 1, 2025 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      Blessed Assurance                          Knopp 
 
Call to Worship 
Leader: Lift praises to the name of our God; bless God's name forever! 
People: How great is our God! 
Leader: From generation to generation, we will sing your praises and speak of your 
goodness! 
People: Great is our God and worthy of praise! 
Leader: God, you are just and kind in all your doings. 
People: Great is our God and worthy of praise! 
Leader: God, you watch over us in love and hear the desperate cries of those who call to 
you! 
All: How great is our God! How great is our God! Bless God's name forever! 
 
Opening Prayer 
God of surprises, we come here from the weariness of the week, from various triumphs, 
from fears and doubts. Open our hearts to receive your surprising message of hope for all 
people, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 
Hymn                                     Blessed Assurance                                       UMH 369 
View words on last page             
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                           Sandy Bruner  
God calls us to love one another as God loves us. In this we know the truth of Christ’s 
peace. Share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 



Children’s Message                                          Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music   Holy Is He                                                Choir  
 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Prayer of Preparation                                                     All Praying 
O Lord, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to 
receive your truth in faith and love, and strength to follow on the path you set 
before us; through Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading   I Samuel 16:1-13 
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him 
as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 
anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 
trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. 
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands 
here before the Lord.” 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 
rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel 
said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, 
“Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 
appearance and handsome features. 
Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 
from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 



Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Baptism of Gavin Edward Graham 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism 
we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 
We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation 
and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 
 
Presentation of Gavin Edward Graham 
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
reject the evil powers of this world, 
and repent of your sin? 
I do. 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves? 
I do. 
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, 
put your whole trust in his grace, 
and promise to serve him as your Lord, 
in union with the Church which Christ has opened 
to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
I do. 
 
The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 
Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 
reaffirm both your rejection of sin 
and your commitment to Christ? 
We do. 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life 
and include Gavin in your care? 
With God's help we will proclaim the good news 
and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround Gavin 
with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that he may grow in his trust of God, 
and be found faithful in his service to others. 
We will pray for him, 



that he may be a true disciple 
who walks in the way that leads to life. 
 
Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving Over the Water 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 
to wash away their sin 
and clothe them in righteousness 
throughout their lives, 
that, dying and being raised with Christ, 
they may share in his final victory. 
 
Baptism With Laying On Of Hands 
Gavin Edward Graham, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The Holy Spirit work within you, 
that being born through water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  
Addressing the Congregation:  
Now it is our joy to welcome 
our new brother in Christ. 



Through baptism 
you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit 
into God's new creation 
and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood. 
We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you 
as members of the family of Christ. 
 
Reception into the United Methodist Church 
As a member of Christ's universal Church, 
will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, 
and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 
I will. 
 
As a member of this congregation, 
will you faithfully participate in its ministries 
by your prayers, your presence, 
your gifts, your service 
and your witness? 
I will. 
 
Commendation and Welcome 
The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 
Members of the household of God, 
I commend Gavin to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase his faith, 
confirm his hope, and perfect him in love. 
 
The congregation responds: 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you 
and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you 
in the body of Christ 
and in this congregation 
of The United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the Church 
by our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. 



Pastor: 
The God of all grace, 
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 
establish you and strengthen you 
that you may live in grace and peace. 
 
*Hymn                                         Fill My Cup, Lord                                             UMH 641           
View words on last page 
 
Sermon                                    “David: God’s Choice”                               Pastor Larry 
 
Offertory Invitation                 Sandy Bruner 
Let us share our gifts from our deep gratitude to Jesus, our savior, who answers our 
sorrow with joy and our tears with comfort. Let us share our gifts out of thanksgiving to 
God and out of love for the world.  
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory          I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go         Rousefell 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
                                          
 *Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                             Sandy Bruner    
Loving God, as Jesus prayed for unity among His followers, we bring our gifts in the 
spirit of that same unity. Bless these offerings and use them to draw others into the 
love and truth of Christ, that the world may see and believe. In Jesus’ name, we give. 
Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table                                                                                           Pastor Larry 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING with Music Response 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 



Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Communion Hymn                                     I Need Thee Every Hour                 UMH 397  
 
After the Communion Table is covered the Sandy Bruner says: 
“Let us join in praying the prayer of thanksgiving” 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (All Praying)                                             
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

GOING FORTH WITH JOY 
 
*Closing Hymn                                  Standing on the Promises                  UMH 374                
View words on last page. 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                                           Pastor Larry 
 
*Choral Benediction       Shalom to You          UMH 666 
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 
 
*Postlude                                           Glory to God             Peterson 

 
 
 
 

  



BLESSED ASSURANCE 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

(Refrain) 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 

(Refrain) 

 
FILL MY CUP, LORD 

 
Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord. 

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul. 
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; 

Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.



I NEED THEE EVERY HOUR 
 

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; 
no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 

 
Refrain: 

I need thee, O I need thee; 
every hour I need thee; 

O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee. 
 

2. I need thee every hour; stay thou nearby; 
temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. 

(Refrain) 
 

3. I need thee every hour, in joy or pain; 
come quickly and abide, or life is vain. 

(Refrain) 
 

4. I need thee every hour; teach me thy will; 
and thy rich promises in me fulfill. 

(Refrain) 
 

5. I need thee every hour, most Holy One; 
O make me thine indeed, thou blessed Son. 

(Refrain) 
 
 
 

  



STANDING ON THE PROMISES 
 

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
through eternal ages let his praises ring; 
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

standing on the promises of God. 
 

Refrain: 
Standing, standing, 

standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
standing, standing, 

I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 

by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 
3. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
bound to him eternally by love's strong cord, 

overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, 
standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 
4. Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 

listening every moment to the Spirit's call, 
resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 
 


