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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 20, 2025 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude         Here I Am , Lord              Shutte 
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                                                                 Brenda Krens            
We have come to worship God, the living God, 
Who calls prophets and teachers to bear witness. 
We have come to praise God, the almighty God, 
Who answers the forces of hatred and hurt with the power of grace. 
We have come to worship God, all-gracious God, 
Who chooses even you and me, 
to receive and carry the Word of life and hope. 
Glory to God! 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                 Brenda Krens 
We thank you, O God, for calling us into your church to be your people. “We have gathered, 
God of grace and wisdom, because we have heard your call. You have reached out to us in 
Jesus Christ; you have touched us with your Spirit, and we have turned toward you, 
seeking to love as we have been loved. We call upon your holy name: empower us to 
worship and serve you, walking gently on this earth, through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn                                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing             UMH 400 
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Passing the Peace of Christ                                     Brenda Krens 
In Christ, we find peace, a gift beyond price, as we are reconciled to God. Let us share this 
precious gift with one another in joy and thanksgiving, as we pass the peace of Christ with 
one another. 
 
Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.  
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music       Precious Jesus              Amy Tashiro                                                                
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                                  
Awaken our hearts and minds to your Word, O God. Give us understanding so that, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, we can do all that you command for love’s sake. 
Gathered in Christ’s name, gathered around the Word, we pray. Amen 
 
Scripture Reading    Nehemiah 1:1-11 
The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: 
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of 
Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I 
questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also about 
Jerusalem. 
3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great 
trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been 
burned with fire.” 
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 
fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: 
“Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with 
those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your 
eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your 
servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my 
father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. 
We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 
8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I 
will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then 
even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and 
bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 
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10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength 
and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant 
and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 
success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” 
I was cupbearer to the king. 
 

Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn                                                    Spirit Song                                                    UMH 347                      
                        
Sermon                                    Nehemiah Part I                                                        Pastor Larry 
                                                                                               
The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                   UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
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The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                                           Brenda Krens 
Holy and Reconciling God, in Christ, you have made the invisible visible, bringing us home 
with love beyond measure. As we offer these gifts, may they reflect our gratitude for your 
presence in our lives.  
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory         Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide            Wells 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                Brenda Krens                 
Loving God, like baskets of summer fruit, 
you fill our lives to overflowing. 
May the offering we return to you this day 
reflect our gratitude for your many blessings. 
May they show our commitment 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
Through your goodness and the sharing of these gifts, 
may the world come to know 
the richness of your love. Amen. 
 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn               To God Be the Glory                                UMH 98 
View last page for words 
 
*Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Larry 
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*Choral Benediction          Shalom to You                  UMH 666  
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends.  
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.  
In all your living and through your loving,  
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.  
  
Postlude      Ye Servants of God      Croft 
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COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 
mount of thy redeeming love. 

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I'm come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 

3. O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above. 
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SPIRIT SONG 
 

O let the Son of God enfold you 
with his Spirit and his love. 

Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
O let him have the things that hold you, 

And his Spirit like a dove 
Will descend upon your life 

and make you whole. 
 

Refrain: 
Jesus, O Jesus, 

Come and fill your lambs. 
Jesus, O Jesus, 

Come and fill your lambs. 
 

O come and sing this song with gladness 
As your hearts are filled with joy. 

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 
O give him all your tears and sadness; 

Give him all your years of pain, 
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. Refrain 
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Refrain) 

3. Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain) 

 


