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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

July 27, 2025 
 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 
Welcome            
 
Prelude         More About Jesus             Sweney 
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                                                           Carolyn Masters            
Before we even knock, 
Christ opens the doors and invites us in. 
Before we even ask, 
God knows our every need. 
Come to seek; come to pray; come to worship, 
for the Spirit has called us here. 
 
Opening Prayer                                                            Carolyn Masters 
Christ Jesus, we come to your house this day,  
knocking and asking that the door may be opened.  
We come seeking your face  
and yearning for your presence in our lives.  
Open the door of our hearts,  
as you have opened the doors of your church.  
Lift our faces, that we may see your face shining upon us.  
Answer our yearning, that our restive hearts may find their rest in you.  
Amen. 
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Hymn                    Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know                                     UMH 163 
View last page for words 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                Carolyn Masters 
In faithful love, let us share signs of peace and kindness with one another. 
 
Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.  
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music                  Quinn Hetherington                                                                 
 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                                  
May we receive nourishment in God’s Word, and may it establish our faith and grow 
Christ’s love in our lives. Amen 
 
Scripture Reading                     Nehemiah 2:1-10 
In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought 
for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence 
before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This 
can be nothing but sadness of heart.” 
I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my 
face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates 
have been destroyed by fire?” 
4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” 
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if 
your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my 
ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.” 
6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey 
take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 
7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-
Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I 
have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will 
occupy?” And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my 
requests. 9 So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. 
The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me. 
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10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they 
were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the 
Israelites. 
 
Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn                                          What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                    UMH 526                      
                        
Sermon                                     Nehemiah Part II                                                     Pastor Larry 
                                                                                               
The Apostles’ Creed                UMH 881  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                   UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                    Pastor Larry 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
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temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offertory Invitation                                                                                         Carolyn Masters 
We have been gifted and loved generously by God. In turn, may we share our gifts and love 
through God’s work in the world. 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory          Purer in Heart      Fillmore 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication          Carolyn Masters                 
God of love and justice,  
our hearts are filled with gratitude for all that you have given us.  
As we share these gifts with you,  
bless them and our ministries, 
that they may bring love and justice to your world. Amen. 
 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
*Hymn                  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms                           UMH 133 
View last page for words 
 
*Benediction                                                                                   Pastor Larry 
 
*Choral Benediction                 Shalom to You                  UMH 666  
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends.  
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.  
In all your living and through your loving,  
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.  
 
Postlude      Jubilate Deo!     Nordman 
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ASK YE WHAT GREAT THING I KNOW 
 

Ask ye what great thing I know, 
that delights and stirs me so? 
What the high reward I win? 
Whose the name I glory in? 
Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

 
2. Who defeats my fiercest foes? 
Who consoles my saddest woes? 
Who revives my fainting heart, 

healing all its hidden smart? 
Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

 
3. Who is life in life to me? 

Who the death of death will be? 
Who will place me on his right, 

with the countless hosts of light? 
Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

 
4. This is that great thing I know; 

this delights and stirs me so: 
faith in him who died to save, 

him who triumphed o'er the grave: 
Jesus Christ, the crucified. 
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WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer. 

 
2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he'll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 
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LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS 
 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Refrain: 

Leaning, leaning, 
safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 
(Refrain) 

 
3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 
(Refrain) 

 


