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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 10, 2025 
Order of Worship 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 
Five Minute Countdown 
Liturgist: Dan Ensor   
 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      Bound for My Father’s Home               Southern Tune 
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                      
“Please stand as together we call ourselves to worship”                                          Liturgist            
O Lord, open our lips, 
and our mouth will proclaim your praise. 
It is good to praise the Lord 
and make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning  
and your faithfulness at night. 
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
and extol him with music and song.  
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Opening Prayer                                                                           Liturgist 
“Please bow your heads as I offer the opening prayer.”  
Creator God, You hear us, our words in prayer, our silent thoughts and pleas and each note 
or melody we sing and play. May our praises today connect with heaven and unite our 
hearts with the sound of eternity. Lord, may the gifts of our voices and melodies of our 
instruments move with the work of your Holy Spirit. May we bring light into dark places, 
restore hope and vision to all who are oppressed, and well-being and health to all those 
who suffer. Today Lord, we give you our worship. May it be a platform for you, Father God, 
to touch our lives afresh and build your church. Amen. 
 
The Liturgist continues: 
“Our opening hymn is “Come Christians, Join to Sing” The words are on the monitors 
and on page 158 in your hymnal.  
 
Hymn                Come Christians, Join to Sing                       UMH 158 
View last page for words 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                               Liturgist 
Liturgist says: 
Through bands of love, we are forever connected. May we share the peace of Christ, the 
love of God, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit, knowing that the cords of human kindness 
bind us together throughout eternity. 
 
Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.  
 
Ministry of Music  Make My Life a Prayer to You                       Will McCann 
     

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Liturgist: 
“Please join me in praying the Prayer for Understanding in preparation for hearing 
God’s holy word.” 
 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                                  
O Father, we lift our voices in gratitude for the gift of music. May Your divine 
presence guide our music, inspiring hearts and transforming lives. Grant us unity, 
creativity, and passion as we share Your love through melody. Let every note serve to 
uplift and bring glory to Your name. Amen. 
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Liturgist Reads Psalm 96:1, Ephesians 5:19 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 
music from your heart to the Lord 
 
Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Liturgist: 
Our next hymn is “When We All Get to Heaven.” The words are on the monitors, or you 
may turn to page 701 in your hymnal.   
 
Hymn                                   When We All Get to Heaven        UMH 701  
                        
Sermon                    The Importance of Music in the Church*               

           Damon Moore and Tom Gatewood 
                                                                                               
Liturgist: Let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed found on page 881 in your 
hymnal and on the monitors.  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Gloria Patri                   UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                    
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                                                     Liturgist 
God is the giver of all good things, 
the one who fashioned each of us with unique gifts 
that together make the Body of Christ whole.  
In gratitude for all we have received, 
we offer our lives back to God — we share our time, our skills, our money 
and in so doing, we say “yes” to God’s invitation 
to join in His Kingdom building work here on earth. 
 
Liturgist, please take the offering plates off the communion table and hand them to 
the ushers.  Remain standing there as the offering is collected.  Once the ushers are 
standing in front of you again, take the offering plates from the ushers and turn 
toward the cross while lifting up the offering plates as a symbol of presenting them 
to God. After this, place the offering plates on the communion table or the table 
beside the lectern and offer the prayer of dedication.   
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory        A Canticle of Peace             Ritter 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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*Prayer of Dedication                          Liturgist                 
“Together, let us dedicate our tithes and offerings to God.”   
Bountiful God, 
All that we can offer you stems from your generosity.  
May the gifts that we return to you 
become a blessing for your whole community, 
enriching and empowering us for the work to which you call us. 
Amen. 
 
The liturgist continues: 
Our closing hymn is “I Sing the Almighty Power of God”  The words are on the 
monitors, or you may turn to page 152 in your hymnal.   
 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn       I Sing the Almighty Power of God                                        UMH 152 
View last page for words 
 
*Benediction                                                                               Tom Gatewood 
 
*Choral Benediction             Shalom to You                  UMH 666  
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends.  
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.  
In all your living and through your loving,  
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.  
 
 Postlude      Cry Out and Shout             Price 
 
*Credit for sermon concept to Pastor Tim Smith 
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COME, CHRISTIANS, JOIN TO SING 
 

Come, Christians, join to sing: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

loud praise to Christ our King: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, 
before his throne rejoice; 

praise is his gracious choice. 
Alleluia! Amen! 

 
2 Come, lift your hearts on high: 

Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky: 

Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend; 

to us he’ll condescend; 
his love shall never end: 

Alleluia! Amen! 
 

3 Praise yet the Lord again: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain: 
Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven’s blissful shore 
his goodness we’ll adore, 

singing forevermore: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
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WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN 
 

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; 
sing his mercy and his grace. 

In the mansions bright and blessed 
he'll prepare for us a place. 

 
Refrain: 

When we all get to heaven, 
what a day of rejoicing that will be! 

When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout the victory! 

 
2. While we walk the pilgrim pathway, 

clouds will overspread the sky; 
but when traveling days are over, 

not a shadow, not a sigh. 
(Refrain) 

 
3. Let us then be true and faithful, 

trusting, serving every day; 
just one glimpse of him in glory 

will the toils of life repay. 
(Refrain) 

 
4. Onward to the prize before us! 

Soon his beauty we'll behold; 
soon the pearly gates will open; 

we shall tread the streets of gold. 
(Refrain) 
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I SING THE ALMIGHTY POWER OF GOD 

I sing the almighty power of God, 

that made the mountains rise, 

that spread the flowing seas abroad, 

and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained 

the sun to rule the day; 

the moon shines full at God's command, 

and all the stars obey. 

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord, 

who filled the earth with food, 

who formed the creatures thru the Word, 

and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, 

where'er I turn my eye, 

if I survey the ground I tread, 

or gaze upon the sky. 

3. There's not a plant or flower below, 

but makes thy glories known, 

and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 

by order from thy throne; 

while all that borrows life from thee 

is ever in thy care; 

and everywhere that we can be, 

thou, God, art present there. 

 

 


