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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

August 3, 2025 
Order of Worship 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 
Welcome            
 
Prelude      Our Refuge and Strength   Callender     
The prelude signals the beginning of our sacred time together.  During the prelude, you are 
invited to prepare your heart for worship by focusing your attention upon God.  
 
Call to Worship                                                                   Damon Moore            
Give thanks to God, 
for God’s steadfast love lasts forever. 
God accompanies us in our distress, 
as we cross the threshold to worship’s blessings. 
Give thanks to our God, 
for God’s steadfast love abides with us. 
Let us enter this space for worship,  
celebrating God’s works for humankind. 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                Damon Moore 
Spirit of hope and renewal, 
as the dawn nudges us awake,  
summon us with your presence. 
Wrap us with the cloak of your wisdom and grace.  
As your light breaks the horizon this day,  
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help us see the love revealed in your realm.  
Nourish us with your wisdom  
and guide us with your hope, 
for we hunger to know you better. Amen. 
 
Hymn                Love Divine, all Loves Excelling                      UMH 384 
View last page for words 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                                    Damon Moore 
Through bands of love, we are forever connected. May we share the peace of Christ, the 
love of God, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit, knowing that the cords of human kindness 
bind us together throughout eternity. 
 
Please turn to those around you and greet them with the peace of the resurrected Christ.  
 
Children’s Message                                                                               
 
Ministry of Music   Here I Am, Lord 
    Quinn Hetherington and Bryna Sheehan                                                                    
 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Prayer for Understanding          All Praying                                  
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit, illumine the sacred page, we pray, that our minds 
may be open to receive your Word, our hearts taught to love it, our wills 
strengthened to obey it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading  Matthew 7:12-14 and Luke 10:25-37 
 
Matthew 7:12-14 
12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets. 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 
Luke 10:25-37 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
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27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’[c]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d]” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the 
man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to 
an Inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[e] and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn                                    Jesu, Jesu                                                         UMH 432                     
                        
Sermon                     Right Path or Just Easy?                     Steve Evick 
                                                                                               
The Apostles’ Creed               UMH 881 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25391c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25391d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399e
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the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                   UMH 70  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
Morning Prayer                                                                                    
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                                          Damon Moore 
The many gifts that we hold in our hands and souls have the power and potential to 
strengthen the lives of God’s children everywhere. As we seek ways to celebrate our gifts, 
let us utilize our gifts, not only for ourselves, but to build the fullness of God’s realm here 
on earth. 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory       There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place             Miller 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*Prayer of Dedication              Damon Moore                 
God of Goodness, thank you for your steadfast love  
and your wonderful works.  
Today we stand in front of you with our riches in hand:  
our treasures, time, and talents.  
May our giving reflect the faithfulness of our spirits.  
And may our offering be clothed  
with your visions and dreams. Amen. 
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GOING FORTH TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn               Lead On, O King Eternal                              UMH 580 
View last page for words 
 
*Benediction                                                                                    
 
*Choral Benediction             Shalom to You                  UMH 666  
Shalom to you now, shalom my friends.  
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.  
In all your living and through your loving,  
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.  
 
 Postlude      Exaltation              Hughes 
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LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 

fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

 
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

 
4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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JESU, JESU 
 

[Refrain:] 
Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you. 

 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. 

(Refrain) 
 

2 Neighbors are rich and poor, 
neighbors are black and white, 

neighbors are near and far away. 
(Refrain) 

 
3 These are the ones we should serve, 

these are the ones we should love; 
all these are neighbors to us and you. 

(Refrain) 
 

4 Loving puts us on our knees, 
serving as though we are slaves, 

this is the way we should live with you. 
(Refrain) 

 
5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 

silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. 

(Refrain) 
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LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL 
 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
the day of march has come; 

henceforth in fields of conquest 
thy tents shall be our home. 

Through days of preparation 
thy grace has made us strong; 

and now, O King eternal, 
we lift our battle song. 

 
2. Lead on, O King eternal, 

till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
and holiness shall whisper 
the sweet amen of peace. 

For not with swords loud clashing, 
nor roll of stirring drums; 

with deeds of love and mercy 
the heavenly kingdom comes. 

 
3. Lead on, O King eternal, 
we follow, not with fears, 

for gladness breaks like morning 
where'er thy face appears. 
Thy cross is lifted o'er us, 

we journey in its light; 
the crown awaits the conquest; 

lead on, O God of might. 
 


