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First Sunday of Advent
GATHERING AND PRAISE
Welcome
Prelude In the Bleak Midwinter
*Call to Worship

We begin the journey that leads to Christmas.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

This is a journey of peace.

Let us beat swords into plowshares.

This is a journey of hope.

Let us walk with God.

Opening Prayer
Everlasting God, we begin our journey

toward Christmas with hope stirring within.

Teach us how to get ready.

Show how to prepare our hearts for Jesus.

Help us walk in your ways,

as we put on your Son, Jesus Christ.

Guide us on your paths of peace and understanding,
as we prepare our hearts anew for the road ahead.
Amen.

Rasley

Carolyn Masters



Lighting of the First Advent Candle
Patti Barnes with Colt, Ally, and Lilly Estep

First Reader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when God’s
reign will be fully realized and recognized throughout creation. When that time comes,
God “shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).

All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s reign has come
and is coming among us.

Second Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light as
we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today and in the days to come.

Light the first candle of the Advent wreath

Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus UMH 196
View words on last page

Passing the Peace of Christ Liturgist
Let us beat our swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning tools. God wants us to

live in peace. Share this peace with one another.

Children’s Message Pastor Larry

Ministry of Music Go Tell It On the Mountain
Quinn Hetherington and Bryna Sheehan

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer of Preparation All Praying
Slow us down, Lord.

Help us set aside our worries and concerns,
our lists and our distractions.

Show us your ways,

as we listen to your word.

Teach us and train our hearts, we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading Revelation 5:1-14

5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both
sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And [ saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth



or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 [ wept and wept because
no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the
elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”
6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne,
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took
the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it,
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one
had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll

and to open its seals,
because you were slain,

and with your blood you purchased for God

persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,

and they will reign[b] on the earth.”
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living
creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength

and honor and glory and praise!”
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea,
and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Response to the Word
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

*Hymn Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH 204
View words on last page

Sermon Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Pastor Larry

Offertory Invitation Liturgist
As God promises to execute justice and righteousness in the world, God invites us to help

make this promise a reality. Let us offer our gifts and our lives, that all may be blessed.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30787a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30791b

Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory An Advent Prayer

*Doxology Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

* Prayer of Dedication

God of all goodness,

as we walk in the light of your love,

we are blessed by the abundance of your gifts.
You give us the beauty of nature,

food to nourish our bodies,

and communities to love and support us.

Out of our abundance,

we bring our gifts to you.

May these gifts increase peace in our community
and throughout the world. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
with Music Response

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty,

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Stairs

Liturgist

Pastor Larry

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection

you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Communion Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

UMH 203



Prayer of Thanksgiving (All Praying)

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to

give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Closing Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

GOING FORTH WITH JOY

*Benediction

*Choral Benediction O Little Town of Bethlehem
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

*Postlude God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,

now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

UMH 213

Pastor Larry

UMH 230

English Carol



EMMANUEL, EMMANUEL

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us,
His name is called Emmanuel.

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us,
His name is called Emmanuel.



HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED

Hail to the Lord's Anointed,
great David's greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free;
to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.

2. He comes with succor speedy
to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying,
are precious in his sight.

3. He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains,
shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in fountains,
from hill to valley flow.

4. To him shall prayer unceasing

and daily vows ascend;

his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.

The tide of time shall never

his covenant remove;

his name shall stand forever;

that name to us is love.



LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHT GATES

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold, the King of glory waits;
the King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here!

2 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven's employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.

3 Redeemer, come, with us abide;
our hearts to thee we open wide;
let us thy inner presence feel;
thy grace and love in us reveal.

4 Thy Holy Spirit lead us on
until our glorious goal is won;
eternal praise, eternal fame
be offered, Savior, to thy name!



