
 
March 1, 2026 

Order of Worship 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
Welcome            
 
Prelude     Are You Ready to Drink the Cup                            
 
Call to Worship 
God calls us to set out in faith. 
The love of God leads us home. 
Christ blesses us that we might bless others. 
The blessings of Christ heal our world. 
The Holy Spirit strengthens us for the journey. 
The power of the Spirit sustains and supports us. 
The One who made heaven and earth meets us here. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Lord of light and love, your Spirit enlivens our spirits, 
even as your kingdom draws us to you.  
May we be born from above, 
that our souls might ascend to your realm 
and taste the joy of eternal life in your name. 
For you sent your Son into our world, 
not to condemn the world, 
but that all who enter into his light 
we might have life, 
and have it abundantly. Amen. 
 
Hymn                        Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                                               UMH 89 
View words on last page             
 
Passing the Peace of Christ                          Brenda Krens  
As disciples of Christ, we are born of the Spirit and offered a heritage that no one can take 
away. Share the joy and peace of life in Christ by greeting those around you in the name of 
the one who came to save us in holy love. 
 



Children’s Message                                 Pastor Larry 
 
Ministry of Music   Remember                                                       Choir  
     A Winter Communion 
 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Prayer of Preparation    All Praying 
Just as the wind blows where it will,  
God’s Spirit moves in our world,  
calling us into ever deeper life with Christ. 
May we hear the good news. Amen 
 
Scripture Readings  Mark 1:14-15 and Matthew 13:31-33 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 
 
31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it 
grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and 
perch in its branches.” 
 

Response to the Word                                                
The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
*Hymn                            Spirit of the Living God                                      UMH 393             
View words on last page  
 
Sermon                  “The Kingdom of God Has Come Near”                        Pastor Larry 
 
Offertory Invitation             Brenda Krens 
Whether we have much or little, we can share our daily bread so that all will be fed. As we 
have received, so now we give, in the vineyard of the Lord, our tithes and offerings. 
 
Worship with Our Tithes and Offerings               
Offertory       Hosea 
*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow       
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  



Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
                                          
 * Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                             Brenda Krens    
Gracious God, just as you blessed the saints of old 
when they ventured forth in faith, 
so now bless us in our living and in our giving. 
Transform our gifts and offerings 
into blessings for a weak and weary world, 
that all may touch your great love. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table                                                                                   Pastor Larry 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 



When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Communion Hymn                 Take Our Bread                                     UMH 640       
                                    
Prayer of Thanksgiving (All Praying)                                             
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to 
give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
                              

 
 
 



GOING FORTH WITH JOY 
 
 
Closing Hymn                                  Lead On, O King Eternal             UMH 580                 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                     Pastor Larry 
 
*Choral Benediction            Lead Me, Lord 
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; 
Make thy way plain before my face. 
For it is thou, Lord, thou Lord only, 
That makest me dwell in safety. 
 
*Postlude                                        Taste and See         

 
  



JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day! 

 
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

 
4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 

love divine is reigning o'er us, 
binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward, 
in the triumph song of life. 

  



SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 
 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 
 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 
 
 
 

TAKE OUR BREAD 
 

Refrain: 
Take our bread, we ask you; 

Take our hearts, we love you. 
Take our lives, O Father,  

We are yours, we are yours. 
 

Yours as we stand at the table you set; 
Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can’t forget. 

We are the sign of your life with us yet, 
We are yours, we are yours. Refrain 

 
Your holy people standing washed in your blood, 

Spirit filled yet hungry we await your food. 
We are poor, but we’ve brought ourselves the best we could; 

We are yours, we are yours. 
 
  



LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL 
 

Lead on, O King eternal, 
the day of march has come; 

henceforth in fields of conquest 
thy tents shall be our home. 

Through days of preparation 
thy grace has made us strong; 

and now, O King eternal, 
we lift our battle song. 

 
2. Lead on, O King eternal, 

till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
and holiness shall whisper 
the sweet amen of peace. 

For not with swords loud clashing, 
nor roll of stirring drums; 

with deeds of love and mercy 
the heavenly kingdom comes. 

 
3. Lead on, O King eternal, 
we follow, not with fears, 

for gladness breaks like morning 
where'er thy face appears. 
Thy cross is lifted o'er us, 

we journey in its light; 
the crown awaits the conquest; 

lead on, O God of might. 
 


